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Message Text 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 STATE 304559 
ORIGIN NODS-OO 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /001 R 

DRAFTED BY S/P:DAKORN:HE 
APPROVED BY INR:HHSAUNDERS 
S/S :JETHYDEN 
NEA - BBRUBECK 

120399 220038Z/61 

O 2200 15Z DEC 77 ZFF4 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS IMMEDIATE 

SECRET STATE 304559 

NODIS 

FOR AMBASSADOR FROM SAUNDERS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: US IS EG XF 

SUBJECT: BRIEFING ON PRIME MINISTER BEGIN'S VISIT 

REF: DAMASCUS 7859 

1 . FOR THE MOMENT WE HAVE NOTHING TO ADD TO BRIEFING 
STATE 301494 FOR SYRIANS ON BEGIN VISIT. WE HAVE GIVEN 

A GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF BEGIN S PROPOSALS TO SADAT AND TO 
A FEW OTHER CLOSE FRIENDS IN THE AREA AND MAJOR US EUROPEAN 
ALLIES. 

THE PROPOSALS ARE BEGIN S ALONE. WE LISTENED TO THEM WITH 
INTEREST AND HAVE SAID HE IS TAKING A CONSTRUCTIVE APPROACH 
TO NEGOTIATIONS; BUT WE HAVE NOT ENDORSED HIS IDEAS AND 
CANNOT SPEAK FOR THE ISRAELIS ABOUT THEM. MOREOVER, WE 
HAVE NO WAY OF KNOWING IN WHAT WAY BEGIN MIGHT MODIFY 
SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 STATE 304559 

THEM BETWEEN NOW AND HIS DECEMBER 25 MEETING WITH SADAT. 

YOU MAY TELL SYRIANS THIS IF YOU BELIEVE USEFUL. 

2. FOR YOUR OWN INFORMATION. THERE IS NO TRUTH TO LOUIS 
FARES REPORT THAT THE USG PASSED A COPY OF THE BEGIN PRO- 
POSAL TO THE SOVIETS. WE HAVE SPOKEN WITH THE SOVIETS ONLY 
IN GENERAL TERMS ABOUT THE IDEAS BEGIN BROUGHT FOR DISCUS- 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


SION WITH THE PRESIDENT. VANCE 
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SECRET 

PAGE 01 STATE 304559 
ORIGIN NODS-OO 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /001 R 

66011 

DRAFTED BY:S/S-0:JTHYDEN 
APPROVED BY:S/S-0:ITHYDEN 

-—122674 220637Z/11 

O 22062 1Z DEC 77 ZFF4 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO WHITE HOUSE IMMEDIATE 

SECRET STATE 304559 

NODIS 

FOR BRZEZINSKI ONLY 

FOLLOWING TELEGRAM FROM SECSTATE DATED DECEMBER 22, 1977 
SENT DAMASCUS IS REPEATED TO YOU: QUOTE 

SECRET STATE 304559 

NODIS 

FOR AMBASSADOR FROM SAUNDERS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: US IS EG XF 

SUBJECT: BRIEFING ON PRIME MINISTER BEGIN'S VISIT 

REF: DAMASCUS 7859 

1 . FOR THE MOMENT WE HAVE NOTHING TO ADD TO BRIEFING 
STATE 301494 FOR SYRIANS ON BEGIN VISIT. WE HAVE GIVEN 
A GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF BEGIN S PROPOSALS TO SADAT AND TO 
A FEW OTHER CLOSE FRIENDS IN THE AREA AND MAJOR US EUROPEAN 
SECRET 

SECRET 
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ALLIES. 

THE PROPOSALS ARE BEGIN S ALONE. WE LISTENED TO THEM WITH 
INTEREST AND HAVE SAID HE IS TAKING A CONSTRUCTIVE APPROACH 
TO NEGOTIATIONS; BUT WE HAVE NOT ENDORSED HIS IDEAS AND 
CANNOT SPEAK FOR THE ISRAELIS ABOUT THEM. MOREOVER, WE 
HAVE NO WAY OF KNOWING IN WHAT WAY BEGIN MIGHT MODIFY 
THEM BETWEEN NOW AND HIS DECEMBER 25 MEETING WITH SADAT. 
YOU MAY TELL SYRIANS THIS IF YOU BELIEVE USEFUL. 

2. FOR YOUR OWN INFORMATION. THERE IS NO TRUTH TO LOUIS 
FARES REPORT THAT THE USG PASSED A COPY OF THE BEGIN PRO- 
POSAL TO THE SOVIETS. WE HAVE SPOKEN WITH THE SOVIETS ONLY 
IN GENERAL TERMS ABOUT THE IDEAS BEGIN BROUGHT FOR DISCUS- 
SION WITH THE PRESIDENT. VANCE UNQUOTE VANCE 
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